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and countries admitted to the Commission in a consultative 
capacity under paragraph 8 of the Commission’s terms of 
reference.

2. Such countries as may participate in certain activities 
of the Economic Commission for Europe in accordance with 
paragraph 11 of the Commission’s terms of reference may 
become Contracting Parties to this Convention by acceding 
thereto after its entry into force.

3. The Convention shall be open for signature until 
31 August 1956 inclusive. Thereafter, it shall be open for 
accession.

4. This Convention shall be ratified.

5. Ratification or accession shall ;be effected by the deposit 
of an instrument with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.

Article 43

1. This Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth 
day after five of the countries referred to in article 42, para
graph 1, have deposited their instruments of ratification or 
accession.

2. For any country ratifying or acceding to it after five 
countries have deposited their instruments of ratification or 
accession, this Convention shall enter into force on the 
ninetieth day after the said country has deposited its instru
ment of ratification or accession.

Article 44

1. Any Contracting Party may denounce this Convention 
by so notifying the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. Denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the 
date of receipt by the Secretary-General of the notification 
of denunciation.

Article 45

If, after the entry into force of this Convention, the 
number of Contracting Parties is reduced, as a result of 
denunciations, to less than five, the Convention shall cease to 
be in force from the 'date on which the last of. such denun
ciations takes effect.

Article 46

1. Any country may, at the time of depositing its instru
ment of ratification or accession or at any time thereafter, 
declare by notification addressed to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations that this Convention shall extend to all 
or any of the territories for the international relations of 
which it is responsible. The Convention shall extend to the 
territory or territories named in the notification as from the 
ninetieth day after its receipt by the Secretary-General or, 
if on that day the Convention has not yet entered into force, 
at the time of its entry into force.

2. Any country which has made a ‘declaration under the 
preceding paragraph extending this Convention to any terri
tory for whose international relations it is responsible may 
denounce the Convention separately in respect of that 
territory in accordance with the provisions of article 44.

Article 47

Any dispute between two or more Contracting Parties 
relating to the interpretation or application of this Conven
tion, which the parties are unable to settle by negotiation or 
other means may, at the request of any one of the Contracting 
Parties concerned, be referred for settlement to the Interna
tional Court of Justice.

Article 48

1. Each Contracting Party may, at the time of signing, 
ratifying, or acceding to, this Convention, declare that it 
does not consider itself as bound by article 47 of the Conven

tion. Other Contracting Parties shall not be bound by article 47 
in respect of any Contracting Party which has entered such 
a reservation.

2. Any Contracting Party having entered a reservation as 
provided for in paragraph 1 may at any time withdraw such 
reservation by notifying the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.

3. No other reservation to this Convention shall be 
permitted.

Article 49
\

1. After this Convention has been in force for three years, 
any Contracting Party may, by notification to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, request that a conference be 
convened for the purpose of reviewing the Convention. The 
Secretary-General shall notify all Contracting Parties of 
the request and a review conference shall be convened by 
the Secretary-General if, within a period of four months 
following the date of notification by the Secretary-General, 
not less than one-fourth of the Contracting Parties notify him 
of their concurrence with the request.

2. If a conference is convened in accordance with the 
preceding paragraph, the Secretary-General shall notify all 
the Contracting Parties and invite them to submit within 
a period of three months such proposals as they may wish 
the Conference to consider. The Secretary-General shall 
circulate to all Contracting Parties the provisional agenda 
for the conference together with the texts of such proposals 
at least three months before the date on which the conference 
is to meet.

3. The Secretary-General shall invite to any conference 
convened in accordance with this article all countries 
referred to in article 42, paragraph 1, and countries which 
have become Contracting Parties under article 42, para
graph 2.

Article 50

In addition to the notifications provided for in article 49, 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify the 
countries referred to in article 42, paragraph I, and the 
countries which have become Contracting Parties under ar
ticle 42, paragraph 2, of:

(a) Ratifications and accessions under article 42;
(b) The dates of entry into force of this Convention in 

accordance with article 43;
(c) Denunciations under article 44;
(d) The termination of this Convention in accordance with 

article 45;

(e) Notifications received in accordance with article 46;
(f) Declarations and notifications received in accordance 

with article 48, paragraphs 1 and 2.

Article 51

After 31 August 1956, the original of this Convention shall 
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions, who shall transmit certified true copies to each of the 
countries mentioned in article 42, paragraphs 1 and 2.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly 
authorized thereto, have signed this Convention.

DONE at Geneva, this nineteenth day of May one thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-six, in a single copy in. the English 
and French languages, each text being equally authentic.


