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Article 21

(a) The Secretary-General shall be appointed by the Con­
gress on such terms as the Congress may approve.

(b) The staff of the Secretariat shall be appointed by the 
Secretary-General with the approval of the Executive 
Committee in accordance with regulations established 
by the Congress.

Article 22

(a) The Secretary-General is responsible to the President 
of the Organization for the technical and administrative 
work of the Secretariat.

(b) In the performance of their duties, the Secretary-Gen­
eral and the staff shall not seek or receive instructions 
from any authority external to the Organization. They 
shall refrain from any action which might reflect on 
their position as international officers. Each Member 
of the Organization on its part shall respect the exclu-

_ sively international character of the responsibilities of 
the Secretary-General and the staff and not seek to in­
fluence them in the discharge of their responsibilities 
to the Organization.

PART XI
Finances

Article 23
(a) The Congress shall determine the maximum expendit­

ure which may be incurred by the Organization on the 
basis of the estimates submitted by the Secretary-Gen­
eral, after prior examination by, and with the recom­
mendations of, the Executive Committee.

(b) The Congress shall delegate to the Executive Com­
mittee such authority as may be required to approve 
the annual expenditures of the Organization within the 
limitations determined by the Congress.

Article 24
The expenditures of the Organization shall be apportioned 

among the Members of the Organization in the proportions 
determined by the Congress.

PART XII 
Relations with the United Nations

Article 25
The Organization shall be in relationship to the United 

Nations pursuant to Article 57 of the Charter of the United 
Nations. Any agreement concerning such relationship shall 
require approval by two-thirds of the Members which are 
States.

PART XIII 
Relations with Other Organizations

Article 26
(a) The Organization shall establish effective relations and 

cooperate closely with such other intergovernmental 
organizations as may be desirable. Any formal agree­
ment entered into with such organizations shall be 
made by the Executive Committee, subject to approval 
by two-thirds of the Members which are States, either 
in Congress or by correspondence.

(b) The Organization may on matters within its purposes 
make suitable arrangements for consultation and coop­
eration with non-governmental international organiza­
tions and, with the consent of the government concern­
ed, with national organizations, governmental or non­
governmental.

(c) Subject to approval by two-thirds of the Members which 
are States, the Organization may take over from any 
other international organization or agency, the purpose 
and activities of which lie within the purposes of the 
Organization, such functions, resources, and obligations 
as may be transferred to the Organization by inter­
national agreement or by mutually acceptable arrange­
ments entered into between competent authorities of 
the respective organizations.

PART XIV 
Legal Status, Privileges and Immunities

Article 27/
(a) The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each 

Member such legal capacity as may be necessary for 
the fulfilment of its purposes and for the exercise of 
its functions.

(b) (i) The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each 
Member to which the present Convention applies such 
privileges and immunities as may be necessary for the 
fulfilment of its purposes and for the exercise of its 
functions.
(ii) Representatives of Members, officers and officials 
of the Organization as well as members of the Execu­
tive Committee shall similarly enjoy such privileges 
and immunities as are necessary for the independent 
exercise of their functions in connection with the Or­
ganization.

(c) In the territory of any Member which is a State and 
which has acceded to the Convention on the Privileges 
and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies adopted by 
the General Assembly of the United Nations on No­
vember 21, 1947 such legal capacity, privileges and im­
munities shall be those defined in the said Convention.

PART XV 
Amendments

Article 28

(a) The text of any proposed amendment to the present 
Convention shall be communicated by the Secretary- 
General to Members of the Organization at least six 
months in advance of its consideration by the Con­
gress.

(b) Amendments to the present Convention involving new 
obligations for Members shall require approval by the 
Congress, in accordance with the provisions of Ar­
ticle 11 of the present Convention, by a two-thirds 
majority vote, and shall come into force on acceptance 
by two-thirds of the Members which are States for 
each such Member accepting the amendment and 
thereafter for each remaining such Member on accept­
ance by it. Such amendments shall come into force for 
any Member not responsible for its own international 
relations upon the acceptance on behalf of such a Mem­
ber by the Member responsible for the conduct of its 
international relations.

(c) Other amendments shall come into force upon ap­
proval by two-thirds of the Members which are States;

PART XVI 
Interpretation and Disputes

Article 29
Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation or 

application of the present Convention which is not settled 
by negotiation or by the Congress shall be referred to an in­
dependent arbitrator appointed by the President of the Inter­
national Court of Justice, unless the parties concerned agree 
on another mode of settlement.


