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concluded between the Security Council and Members or between
the Security Council and groups of Members and shall be subject to
ratification by the signatory states in accordance with their respective
constitutional processes.

Article 44

When the Security Council has decided to use force it shall,
before calling upon a Member not represented on it to provide
armed forces in fulfillment of the obligations assumed under Article
43, invite that Member, if the Member so desires, to participate
in the decisions of the Security Council concerning the employment
of contingents of that Member’s armed forces.

Article 45

In order to enable the United Nations to take urgent military
measures,- Members shall hold immediately available national
air-force contingents for combined international enforcement action.
The strength and degree of readiness of these contingents and plans
for their combined action shall be determined, within the limits
laid down in the special agreement or agreements referred to in
Article 43, by the Security Council with the assistance of the Mili-
tary Staff Committee.

Article 46

Plans for the application of armed force shall be made by the
Security Council with the assistance of the Military Staff Committee.

Article 47

1. There shall be established a Military Staff Committee to
advise and assist the Security Council on all questions relating to
the Security Council’s military requirements for the maintenance
of international peace and security, the employment and command
of forces placed at its disposal, the regulation of armaments, and
possible disarmament. '

2. The Military Staff Committee shall consist of the Chiefs of
Staff of the permanent members of the Security Council or their
representatives. Any Member of the United Nations not perma-
nently represented on the Committee shall be invited by the Com-
mittee to be associated with it when the efficient discharge of the
Committee’s responsibilities requires the participation of that
Member in its work.

3. The Military Staff Committee shall be responsible under the
Security Council for the strategic direction of any armed forces
placed at the disposal of the Security Council. Questions relating
to the command of such forces shall be worked out subsequently.

4. The Military Staff Committee, with the authorization of the
Security Council and after consultation with appropriate regional
agencies, may establish regional subcommittees.

Article 48

1. The action required to carry out the decisions of the Security
Council for the maintenance of international peace and security
shall be taken by all the Members of the United Nations or by some
of them, as the Security Council may determine.

2. Such decisions shall be carried out by the Members of the
United Nation™ directly and through their action in the appropriate
international agencies of which They are members.

Article 49

The Members of the United Nations shall join in affording mutual
assistance in carrying out the measures decided upon by the Security
Council.

Article 50

If preventive or enforcement measures against any state are taken
by the Security Council, any other state, whether a Member of the
United Nations or not, which finds itself confronted with special
economic problems arising from the carrying out of those measures
shall have the right to consult the Security Council with regard to
a solution of those problems.

Article 51

Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right
of individual or collective self-defense if an armed attack occurs
against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Coun-
cil has taken the measures necessary to maintain international
peace and security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise
of this right of self-defense shall be immediately reported to the
Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority and
responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter
to take at any time such action as it deems necessary in order to
maintain or restore international peace and security.

CHAPTER VIII
REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Article 52

1. Nothing in the present Charter precludes the existence of
regional arrangements or agencies for dealing with such matters
relating to the maintenance of international peace and security
as are appropriate for regional action, provided that such arrange-
ments or agencies and their activities are consistent with the Purposes
and Principles of the United Nations.

2. The Members of the United Nations entering into such arrange-
ments or constituting such agencies shall make every effort to
achieve pacific settlement of local disputes through such regional
arrangements or by such regional agencies before referring them
to the Security Council.

3. The Security Council shall encourage the development of
pacific settlement of local disputes through such regional arrange-
ments or by such regional agencies either on the initiative of the
states concerned or by reference from the Security Council.

4. This Article in no way impairs the application of Articles 34
and 35.

Article 53

1. The Security Council shall, where appropriate, utilize such
regional arrangements or agencies for enforcement action under
its authority. But no enforcement action shall be taken under regional
arrangements or by regional agencies without the authorization
of the Security Council, with the exception of measures against
any enemy state, as defined in paragraph 2 of this Article, provided
for pursuant to Article 107 or in regional arrangements directed
against renewal of aggressive policy on the part of any such state,
until such time as the Organization may, on request of the Govern-
ments concerned, be charged with the responsibility for preventing
further aggression by such a state.

2. The term enemy state as used in paragraph 1 of .this Article
applies to any state which during the Second World War has been
an enemy of any signatory of the present Charter.

Article 54

The Security Council shall at all times be kept fully informed
of activities undertaken or in contemplation under regional arrange-
ments or by regional agencies for the maintenance of international
peace and security.

CHAPTER IX
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL COOPERATION

Article 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-
being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among
nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples, the United Nations shall promote:

a. higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions
of economic and social progress and development;



