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The socially-owned means of pro-
duction as economic basis of the Na-
tional Economy of the GDR and of
the state is at the same time the
most  important  economic  category
of the mnew socialist Constitution.
The socialist ownership of the means
of production means for every mem-
ber of the working population enjoy-
ing equal rights in the socialist so-
ciety an objectively conditioned
identity between producer and pro-
prietor. The author proves the de-
duced superiority of socialism to ca-
pitalism:  the possibility of equal
real-political ~ exercise of power by
all working people as members of
the socialist society under the lead-
ership of the working class and its

party; the unitary and planned man-
agement of the National Economy
by the socialist state; the abolition

of the expropriation of men by men

and conditioned by this the funda-
mental changes of the class structure
of the society; the development of
universally educated socialist person-
alities of the socialist community
who are conscious of their abilities;
the  increasingly  better  satisfaction

of the demands of the society as the
aim of social production.

In the new socialist Constitution
socialist ~ property is  constitutional-
ized as a dynamic quantity in the
process of reproduction which is to

be secured and increased. The use
of the property does not only require
an aimed acting of every individual
member of the working population
but that of all owners of the means
of production as a community. Thus
the state is obliged by the constitu-
tion to use national property with
the aim to obtain highest possible re-
sults for the society. The use is prin-
cipally exercised by the nationally-
owned factories and public institu-

tions in which the working people
directly  work to  increase  social
wealth. At the same time the facto-
ries and Dbranches are linked in a
unitary whole by the national pro-
perty on the basis of the principle
of democratic centralism and an in-
creasing self-responsibility.

The national property also determi-
nes the character of the co-operative

property as a common property of
working collectives  and  therewith
as consequently socialist ~ ‘property

and it is the basis of the joint effec-
tivity of all forms of property in the

planned shaping of the socialist so-
ciety.
The author argues with the theory

on the “delegated group property”.

The Constitutional Basic Rights
in the iields of Socialist Labour

by Frithjof Kunz

basic rights reflect the
attained level of development and
correspond at the same time with
the task to shape the social system
of socialism. The development of the
basic  rights in  the fields of
labour belongs to the most es-
sential achievements of the work-
ing people in the socialist revolu-
tion. Its constitutionalizing is not
only of high importance for those
but also for the social communities,
especially the factories and for the
whole society.

The basic rights concerning labour,
as legally documented in the con-
stitution of the GDR of 1949 have
helped to accomplish the victory of
the socialist relations of production
and qualitatively to change the char-

The socialist

acter of labour. In order to realize
the basic rights in connection with
the right to work according to ar-

ticle 18 a unitary labour law had to
be created. This demand was re-
alized on the basis of planning the
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