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A r t i c l e  III

States Parties to the Treaty shall carry on activities in the exploration and use of outer space, including the 
moon and other celestial bodies, in accordance with international law, inluding the Charter of the United Nations, 
in the interest of maintaining international peace and security and promoting international co-operation and un
derstanding.

A r t i c l e  IV

States Parties to the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around the earth any objects carrying nuclear weap
ons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies, or station such 
weapons in outer space in any other manner.

The moon and other celestial bodies shall be used by all States Parties to the Treaty exclusively for peaceful 
purposes. The establishment of military, bases, installations and fortifications, the testing of any type of weapons 
and the conduct of military manoeuvres on celestial bodies shall be forbidden. The use of military personnel for 
scientific research or for any other peaceful purposes shall not be prohibited. The use of any equipment or facil
ity necessary for peaceful exploration of the moon and other celestial bodies shall also not be prohibited.

A r t i c l e  V

States Parties to the Treaty shall regard astronauts as envoys of mankind in outer space and shall render to them 
all possible assistance in the event of accident, distress, or emergency landing on the territory of another State 
Party or on the high seas. When astronauts make such a landing, they shall be safely and promptly returned to 
the State of registry of their space vehicle.

In carrying on activities in outer space and on celestial bodies, the astronauts of one State Party shall render 
all possible assistance to the astronauts of other States Parties.

States Parties to the Treaty shall immediately inform the other Stales Parties to the Treaty or the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations of any phenomena they discover in outer space, including the moon and other 
celestial bodies, which could constitute a danger to the life or health of astronauts.

A r t i c1e VI

States Parties to the Treaty shall bear international responsibility for national activities in outer space, includ
ing the moon and other celestial bodies, whether such activities are carried on by governmental agencies or 
by non-governmental entities, and for assuring that national activities are carried out in conformity with the 
provisions set forth in the present Treaty. The activities of non-governmental entities in outer space, including 
the moon and other celestial bodies, shall require authorization and continuing supervision by the appropriate 
State Party to the Treaty When activities are carried on in outer space, including the moon and other celestial 
bodies, by an international organization, responsibility for compliance with this Treaty shall be borne both by the

ternational organization and by the States Parties to the Treaty participating in such organization.

A r t i c l e  VII

Each State Party to the Treaty that launches or procures the launching of an object into outer space, including 
the moon and other celestial bodies, and each State Party from whose territory or facility an object is launched, 
is internationally liable for damage to another State Party to the Treaty or to its natural or juridical persons by 
such object or its component parts on the earth, in air space or in outer space, including the moon and other celes
tial bodies.

A r t i c l e  VIII

A State Party to the Treaty on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried shall retain juris
diction and control over such object, and over any personnel thereof, while in outer space or on a celestial body. 
Ownership of objects launched into outer space, including objects landed or constructed on a celestial body, and 
of their component parts, is not affected by their presence in outer space or on a celestial body or by their 
return to the earth. Such objects or component parts found beyond the limits of the State Party to the Treaty on 
whose registry they are carried shall be returned to that State Party, which shall, upon request, furnish identi
fying data prior to their return.


