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3. The Depositary shall immediately inform the High Con­
tracting Parties concerned of any notification received under 
paragraph 2 of this Article.

4. This Convention, and the annexed Protocols by which 
a High Contracting Party is bound, shall apply with respect 
to an armed conflict against that High Contracting Party of 
the type referred to in Article 1, paragraph 4, of Additional 
Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for 
the Protection of War Victims:

(a) where the High Contracting Party is also a party to 
Additional Protocol I and an authority referred to in Ar­
ticle 96, paragraph 3, of that Protocol has undertaken to apply 
the Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol I in accor­
dance with Article 96, paragraph 3, of the said Protocol, and 
undertakes to apply this Convention and the relevant an­
nexed Protocols in relation to that conflict; or

(b) where the High Contracting Party is not a party to 
Additional Protocol I and an authority of the type referred 
to in subparagraph (a) above accepts and applies the obliga­
tions of the Geneva Conventions and of this Convention and 
the relevant annexed Protocols in relation to that conflict. 
Such an acceptance and application shall have in relation to 
that conflict the following effects:

(i) the Geneva Conventions and this Convention and its 
relevant annexed Protocols are brought into force for 
the parties to the conflict with immediate effect;

(ii) the said authority assumes the same rights and obli­
gations as those which have been assumed by a High 
Contracting Party to the Geneva Conventions, this 
Convention and its relevant annexed Protocols; and

(iii) the Geneva Conventions, this Convention and its 
relevant annexed Protocols are equally binding upon 
all parties to the conflict.

The High Contracting Party and the authority may also agree 
to accept and apply the obligations of Additional Protocol I to 
the Geneva Conventions on a reciprocal basis.

Article 8 

Review and amendments
1. (a) At any time after the entry into force of this Con­

vention any High Contracting Party may propose amend­
ments to this Convention or any annexed Protocol by which 
it is bound. Any proposal for an amendment shall be com­
municated to the Depositary, who shall notify it to all the 
High Contracting Parties and shall seek their views on 
whether a conference should be convened to consider the 
proposal. If a majority, that shall not be less than eighteen 
of the High Contracting Parties so agree, he shall promptly 
convene a conference to which all High Contracting Parties 
shall be invited. States not parties to this Convention shall 
be invited to the conference as observers.

(b) Such a conference may agree upon amendments which 
shall be adopted and shall enter into force in the same 
manner as this Convention and the annexed Protocols, pro­
vided that amendments to this Convention may be adopted 
only by the High Contracting Parties and that amendments 
to a specific annexed Protocol may be adopted only by the 
High Contracting Parties which are bound by that Protocol.

2. (a) At any time after the entry into force of this Con­
vention any High Contracting Party may propose additional 
protocols relating to other categories of conventional weap­
ons not covered by the existing annexed protocols. Any such 
proposal for an additional protocol shall be communicated 
to the Depositary, who shall notify it to all the High Con­
tracting Parties in accordance with subparagraph 1 (a) of 
this Article. If a majority, that shall not be less than eighteen 
of the High Contracting Parties so agree, the Depositary 
shall promptly convene a conference to which all States 
shall be invited.

(b) Such a conference may agree, with the full participa­
tion of all States represented at the conference, upon addi­
tional protocols which shall be adopted in the same manner

as this Convention, shall be annexed thereto and shall enter 
into force as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 5 of 
this Convention.

3. (a) If, after a period of ten years following the entry 
into force of this Convention, no conference has been con­
vened in accordance with subparagraph 1 (a) or 2 (a) of this 
Article, any High Contracting Party may request the Depo­
sitary to convene a conference to which all High Contract­
ing Parties shall be invited to review the scope and opera­
tion of this Convention and the Protocols annexed thereto 
and to consider any proposal for amendments of this Con­
vention or of the existing Protocols. States not parties to 
this Convention shall be invited as observers to the confer­
ence. The conference may agree upon amendments which 
shall be adopted and enter into force in accordance with 
subparagraph 1 (b) above.

(b) At such conference consideration may also be given 
to any proposal for additional protocols relating to other 
categories of conventional weapons not covered by the exist­
ing annexed Protocols. All States represented at the confer­
ence may participate fully in such consideration. Any addi­
tional protocols shall be adopted in the same manner as this 
Convention, shall be annexed thereto and shall enter into 
force as provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 5 of this 
Convention.

(c) Such a conference may consider whether provision 
should be made for the convening of a further conference 
at the request of any High Contracting Party if, after a 
similar period to that referred to in subparagraph 3 (a) of 
this Article, no conference has been converted in accordance 
with subparagraph 1 (a) or 2 (a) of this Article.

Article 9/
Denunciation

1. Any High Contracting Party may denounce this Con­
vention or any of its annexed Protocols by so notifying the 
Depositary.

2. Any such denunciation shall only take effect one year 
after receipt by the Depositary of the notification of denun­
ciation. If, however, on the expiry of that year the denounc­
ing High Contracting Party is engaged in one of the situa­
tions referred to in Article 1, the Party shall continue to be 
bound by the obligations of this Convention and of the 
relevant annexed Protocols until the end of the armed con­
flict or occupation and, in any case, until the termination 
of operations connected with the final release, repatriation 
or re-establishment of the persons protected by the rules 
of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in the 
case of any annexed Protocol containing provisions concern­
ing situations in which peace-keeping, observation or similar 
functions are performed by United Nations forces or mis­
sions in the area concerned, until the termination of those 
functions.

3. Any denunciation of this Convention shall be consi­
dered as also applying to all annexed Protocols by which 
the denouncing High Contracting Party is bound.

4. Any denunciation shall have effect only in respect of 
the denouncing High Contracting Party.

5. Any denunciation shall not affect the obligations al­
ready incurred, by reason of an armed conflict, under this 
Convention and its annexed Protocols by such denouncing 
High Contracting Party in respect of any act committed be­
fore this denunciation becomes effective.

Article 10 
Depositary

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be 
the Depositary of this Convention and of its annexed Pro­
tocols.

2. In addition to his usual functions, the Depositary shall 
inform all States of:

(a) signatures affixed to this Convention under Article 3;


