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thods or means of warfare is not unlimited, and on the prin-
ciple that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts of
weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare
of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suf-
fering,

Also recalling that it is prohibited to employ methods or
means of warfare which are intended, or may be expected,
to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the
natural environment. :

Confirming their determination that in cases not covered by
this - Convention and its annexed Protocols or by other inter-
national agreements, the civilian population and the com-
batants shall at all times remain under the protection and
authority of the principles of international law derived from
established custom, from the principles of humanity and
from the dictates of public conscience,

Desiring to contribute to international - ddtente, the ending
of the arms race and the building of confidence among States,
and hence to the realization of the aspiration of all peoples
to live in peace,

Recognizing the importance of ‘pursuing every effort which

may contribute ~to progress towards general and complete
disarmament under strict and effective international con-
trol,

Reaffirming the need to continue the codification and pro-
gressive “development of the rules of international law appli-
cable in armed conflict, ) .

Wishing to prohibit or restrict further the wuse  of certain
.conventional weapons and believing that the positive results
achieved in this area may facilitate the main talks on disar-
mament with a view to putting an end to the production,
stockpiling and proliferation of such weapons,

States
annexed Protocols,

Emphasizing the desirability that all
to this Convention and its
militarily significant States,

become parties
especially the

Bearing in mind that the General Assembly of the United
Nations and the United Nations Disarmament Commission
may decide to examine the question of a possible broadening
of the scope of the prohibitions and restrictions contained in
this Convention and its annexed Protocols,

Furher bearing in mind that the Committee on Disarma-
ment may decide to consider the question of adopting further
measures to prohibit or restrict the use of certain conventio-
nal weapons,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Scope of application

This Convention and its annexed Protocols shall apply in
the situations referred to in Article 2 common to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the Protection of War
Victims, including any situation described in paragraph 4 of
Article 1 of Additional Protocol I to these Conventions.

A Article 2

Relations with other international agreements

Nothing in ~this Convention or its annexed Protocols shall
be interpreted as detracting from other obligations imposed
upon the High Contracting Parties by international humani-

tarian law applicable in armed conflict.

Article 3

Signature

This Convention shall be open for signature by all States '

at United Nations Headquarters in New York for a period of
twelve months from 10 April 1981.

Article 4
Relations with other international agreements
1. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance
or approval by the Signatories. Any State which has not

signed this Convention may accede to it.

2 The instruments of ratification, acceptance,

. approval
or accession shall be deposited with the Depositary.

3. Expressions of consent to be bound by any of the Pro-
tocols annexed to this Convention shall be optional for each
State, provided that at he time of the deposit of its instru-
ment of ratification, acceptance or approval of this Conven-
tion or of accession thereto, that State shall notify the Depo-
sitary of its consent to be bound by any two or more of these
Protocols.

4. At any time after the deposit of its instrument of rati-
fication, acceptance or approval of this Convention or of ac-
cession thereto, a State may notify the Depositary of its con-
sent to be bound by any annexed Protocol by which it is not

. already bound.

5. Any Protocol. by which a High Contracting Party is
bound shall for that Party form an  integral part of this Con-
vention.

- Article 5
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force six months after
the date of deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratifica-
tion, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For any State which deposits its instrument of ratifi-
cation, acceptance, approval or accession after the date of the
deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification, accep-
tance, approval or accession, this Convention shall enter

into force six months after the date on which that State has
deposited its instrument of ratification, acceptance, appro-
val or accession.

3. Each of the Protocols annexed to this Convention shall
enter into force six months after the date by which twenty
States have notified their consent to be bound by it in accor-
dance with paragraph 3 or 4 of Article 4 of this Convention.

4. For any State which notifies its consent to be bound by

a Protocol annexed to this Convention after the date by
which twenty States have notified their consent to be bound
by it, the Protocol shall enter into force six months after the
date on which that State has notified its consent so to be
bound.
Article 6
Dissemination

The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of peace

as in time of armed conflict, to disseminate this Convention

and those of its annexed Protocols by which they are bound

as widely as possible in their respective countries and, in
particular, to include the study thereof in their programmes
of military instruction, so that those instruments may become
known to their armed forces.

Article 7

Treaty relations upon entry into force of this Convention

1. When one of the parties to a conflict is not bound by an
annexed Protocol, the parties bound by this Convention and
that annexed Protocol shall remain bound by them in their
mutual relations.

2. Any High Contracting Party shall be bound by this Con-
vention and any Protocol annexed thereto which is in force
for it, in any situation contemplated by Article 1, in relation

_ to any State which is not a party to this Convention or bound

by the relevant annexed Protocol, -if the latter
applies this Convention or the relevant Protocol,
tifies the Depositary.

accepts and
and so no-



