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CONVENTION 
ON THE PROHIBITION OF MILITARY 

OR ANY OTHER HOSTILE USE 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION TECHNIQUES

The States Parties to this Convention,

Guided by the interest of consolidating peace, and wishing 
to contribute to the cause of halting the arms race, and of 
bringing about general and complete disarmament under strict 
and effective international control, and of saving mankind 
from the danger of using new means of warfare,

Determined to continue negotiations with a view to achiev­
ing effective progress towards further measures in the field 
of disarmament,

Recognizing that scientific and technical advances may open 
new possibilities with respect to modification of the environ­
ment,

Recalling the Declaration of the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 
1972,

Realizing that the use of environmental modification tech­
niques for peaceful purposes could improve the interrelation­
ship of man and nature and contribute to the preservation 
and improvement of the environment for the benefit of pre­
sent and future generations,

Recognizing, however, that military or any other hostile 
use of such techniques could have effects extremely harmful 
to human welfare,

Desiring to prohibit effectively military or any other hostile 
use of environmental modification techniques in order to 
eliminate the dangers to mankind from such use, and affirm­
ing their willingness to work towards the achievement of this 
objective,

Desiring also to contribute to the strengthening of trust 
among nations and to the further improvement of the inter­
national situation in accordance with the purposes and prin­
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations,

Have agreed as follows:

A r t i c l e  I

1. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to 
engage in military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques having widespread, long-lasting or 
severe effects as the means of destruction, damage or injury 
to any other State Party.

2. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to 
assist, encourage or induce any State, group of States or in­
ternational organization to engage in activities contrary to 
the-provisions of paragraph 1  of this article.

A r t i c 1 e II

As used in article I, the term “ environmental modification 
techniques” refers to any technique for changing—through the 
deliberate manipulation of natural processes—the dynamics,

composition or structure of the earth, including its biota, 
lithosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere, or of outer space.

A r t i c 1 e III

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not hinder the use 
of environmental modification techniques for peaceful pur­
poses and shall be without prejudice to the generally recog­
nized principles and applicable rules of international law 
concerning such use.

2. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to facili­
tate, and have the right to participate in, the fullest possible 
exchange of scientific and technological information on the use 
of environmental modification techniques for peaceful pur­
poses. States Parties in a position to do so shall contribute, 
alone or together with other States or international organiza­
tions, to international economic and scientific co-operation in 
the preservation, improvement and peaceful utilization of the 
environment, with due consideration for the needs of the 
developing areas of the world.

A r t i c l e  IV

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to take any 
measures it considers necessary in accordance with its con­
stitutional processes to prohibit and prevent any activity in 
violation of the provisions of the Convention anywhere under 
its jurisdiction or control.

A r t i c l e V

1. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to con­
sult one another and to co-operate in solving any problems 
which may arise in relation to the objectives of, or in the ap­
plication of the provisions of, the Convention. Consultation 
and co-operation pursuant to this article may also be under­
taken through appropriate international procedures within 
the framework of the United Nations and in accordance with 
its Charter. These international procedures may include the 
services of appropriate international organizations, as well 
as of a Consultative Committee of Experts as provided for in 
paragraph 2  of this article.

2. For the purposes set forth in paragraph 1 of this article, 
the Depositary shall, within one month of the receipt of a 
request from any State Party to this Convention, convene a 
Consultative Committee of Experts. Any State Party may ap­
point an expert to the Committee whose functions and rules 
of procedure are set out in the annex, which constitutes an 
integral part of this Convention. The Committee shall transmit 
to the Depositary a summary of its findings of fact, incorporat­
ing all views and information presented to the Committee 
during its proceedings. The Depositary shall distribute the 
summary to all States Parties.

3. Any State Party to this Convention which has reason to 
believe that any other State Party is acting in breach of obli-


