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Article5S
Inviolability of archives and documents

The archives and documents of the delegation shall be in-
violable at all times and wherever they may be.

Article 56
Freedom of movement

Subject to its laws and regulations concerning zones entry
into which is prohibited or regulated for reasons of national
security, the host State shall ensure to all members of the
delegation such freedom of movement and travel in its terri-
tory as is necessary for the performance of the tasks of the
delegation.

Article 57
Freedom of communication

1. The host State shall permit and protect free communica-
tion on the part of the delegation for all official purposes. In
communicating with the Government of the sending State,
its permanent diplomatic missions, consular posts, permanent
missions, permanent observer missions, special missions,
other delegations, and observer delegations, wherever situat-
ed, the delegation may employ all appropriaté means, indu-
ing couriers and messages in code or cipher. However the
delegation may install and use a wireless transmitter only
with the consent of the host State.

2. The official correspondence of the delegation shall be
inviolable. Official correspondence means all correspondence
relating to the delegation and its tasks.

3. Where practicable, the delegation shall use the means of
communication, including the bag and the courier, of the per-
manent diplomatic mission, of a consular post, of the perma-
nent mission or of the permanent observer mission of the
sending State.

4. The bag of the delegation shall not be opened or detained.

5. The packages constituting the bag of the delegation must
bear visible external marks of their character and may con-
tain only documents or articles intended for the official use
of the delegation.

6. The courier of the delegation, who shall be provided with
an official document indicating his status and the number
of packages constituting the bag, shall be protected by the
host State in the performance of his functions. He shall enjoy
personal inviolability and shall not be liable to any form of
arrest or detention.

7. The sending State or the delegation may designate
couriers ad hoc of the delegation. In such cases the provisions
of paragraph 6 of this article shall also apply, except that the
immunities therein mentioned shall cease to apply when the
courier ad hoc has delivered to the consignee the delegation’s
bag in his charge.

8. The bag of the delegation may be entrusted to the cap-
tain of a ship or of a commercial aircraft scheduled to land

at an authorized port of entry. He shall be provided with an

official document indicating the number of packages consti-

tuting the bag, but he shall not be considered to be a courier,

of the delegation. By arrangement with the appropriate
authorities of the host State, the delegation may send one of
its members to take possession of the bag directly and freely
from the captain of the ship or of the aircratft.

Article 58
Personal inviolability

The persons of the head of delegation and .of other delega-
tes and members of the diplomatic staff of the delegation
shall be inviolable. They shall not be liable inter alia to any
form of arrest or detention. The host State shall treat them
with due respect and shall take all appropriate steps to pre-
vent any attack on their persons, freedom or dignity and to
prosecute and punish persons who have committed such
attacks.

Article 59
Inviolability of private accommodation and property

1. The private accommodation of the head of delegation and
of other delegates and members of the diplomatic staff of
the delegation shall enjoy inviolability and protection.

2. The papers, correspondence and, except as provided in
paragraph 2 of article 60, the property of the head of delega-
tion and of other delegates or members of the diplomatic
staff of the delegation shall also enjoy inviolability.

Article 60
Immimitiy from jurisdiction

1. The head of delegation and other delegates and members
of the diplomatic staff of the delegation shall enjoy immunity
from the criminal jurisdiction of the host State, and immu-
nity from its civil and administrative jurisdiction in respect
of all acts performed in the exercise of their official functions.

2. No measures of execution may be taken in respect of such
persons unless they can be taken without infringing their
rights under articles 58 and 59.

3. Such persons are not obliged to give evidence as witnes-
ses.

4: Nothing in this article shall exempt such, persons from
the civil and administrative jurisdiction of the host State
in relation to an action for damages arising from an accident
caused by a vehicle, vessel or aircraft, used or owned by the
persons in question, where those damages are not recover-
able from insurance.

5. Any immunity of such persons from the jurisdiction of
the host State does not exempt them from the jurisdiction of
the sending State.

Article 61

Waiver of immunity

1. The immunity from jurisdiction of the head of delegation
and of other delegates and members of the diplomatic staff
of the delegation and-of persons enjoying immunity under
article 66 may be waived by the sending State.

2. Waiver must always be express.

3. The initiation of proceedings by any of the persons refer-
red to in paragraph 1 of this article shall preclude him from
invoking immunity from jurisdiction in respect of any coun-
ter-claim directly connected with the principal claim.

4. Waiver of immunity from jurisdiction in respect of civil
or administrative proceedings shall not be held to imply
waiver of immunity in respect of the execution of the judge-
ment, for which a separate waiver shall be necessary.

5. If the sending State does not waive the immunity of any
of the persons mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article in
respect of a civil action, it shall use its best endeavours to
bring about a just settlemhent of the case.

Article 62 )
Exemption from social security legislation

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 of this article,
the head of delegation and other delegates and members of

~ the diplomatic staff of the delegation shall with respect to

services rendered for the sending State be exempt from social
security provisions which may be in force in the host State.

2. The exemption provided for in paragraph 1 of this article
shall also apply to persons who are in the sole private employ
of the head of delegation or of any other delegate or member
of the diplomatic staff of the delegation, on condition:
(a) that such employed persons are not nationals of or
permanently resident in the host State; and
(b) that they are covered by the social security provisions
which may be in force in the sending State or a third
State.



