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Locarno Agreement Establishing 
an International Classification 

for Industrial Designs 
of October 8, 1968

Article 1
Establishment of a Special Union;

Adoption of an International Classification
(1) The countries to which this Agreement applies constitute 

a Special Union.
(2) They adopt a single classification for industrial designs 

(hereinafter designated as “the international classification”).
(3) The international classification shall comprise:
(i) a list of classes and subclasses;

(ii) an alphabetical list of goods in which industrial designs 
are incorporated, with an indication of the classes and 
subclasses into which they fall;

(iii) explanatory notes.
(4) The list of classes and subclasses is the list annexed to 

the present Agreement, subject to such amendments and 
additions as the Committee of Experts set up under Article 3 
(hereinafter designated as “the Committee of Experts”) may 
make to it Ф

(5) The alphabetical list of goods and the explanatory notes 
shall be adopted by the Committee of Experts in accordance 
with the procedure laid down in Article 3.

(6) The international classification may be amended or 
supplemented by the Committee of Experts, in accordance 
with the procedure laid down in Article 3.

(7) (a) The international classification shall be established 
in the English and French languages.

(b) Official texts of the international classification, in such 
other languages as the Assembly referred to in Article 5 may 
designate, shall be established, after consultation with the 
interested Governments, by the International Bureau of In
tellectual Property (hereinafter designated as “the Interna
tional-Bureau”) referred to in the Convention establishing 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (hereinafter 
designated as “the Organization”).

Article 2
/■

Use and Legal Scope of the 
International Classification

(1) Subject to the requirements prescribed by this'Agree
ment, the international classification shall be solely of an 
administrative character. Nevertheless, each country may 
attribute to it. the legal scope which it considers appropriate. 
In particular, the international classification shall not bind 
the countries of the Special Union as regards the nature and 
scope of the protection afforded to the design in those 
countries.

(2) Each country of the Special Union reserves the right to 
use the international classification as a principal or as a sub
sidiary system.

(3) The Offices of the countries of the Special Union shall 
include in the official documents for the deposit or registra
tion of designs, and if they are officially published, in the 
publications in question, the numbers of the classes and sub
classes of the international classification into which the goods 
incorporating the designs belong.

(4) In selecting terms for inclusion in the alphabetical list 
of goods, the Committee of Experts shall exercise reasonable 
care to avoid using terms in which exclusive rights may exist.

The inclusion of any word in the alphabetical index, how
ever, is not an expression of opinion of the Committee of 
Experts on whether or not it is subject to exclusive rights.

Article 3 
Committee of Experts

(1) A Committee of Experts shall be entrusted with the 
tasks referred to in Article 1 (4), 1 (5) and 1 (6). Each country 
of the Special Union shall be represented on the Committee 
of Experts, which shall be organized according to rules of 
procedure adopted by a simple majority of the countries 
represented.

(2) The Committee of Experts shall adopt the alphabetical 
list and explanatory notes by a simple majority of the votes 
of the countries of the Special Union.

(3) Proposals for amendments or additions to the interna
tional classification may be made by the Office of any 
country of the Special Union or by the International Bureau. 
Any proposal emanating from an Office shall be communi
cated by that Office to the International Bureau. Proposals 
from Offices and from the International Bureau shall be 
transmitted by the latter to the members of the Committee of 
Experts not later than two months before the session of the 
Committee at which the said proposals are to be considered.

(4) The decisions of the Committee of Experts concerning 
the adoption of amendments and additions to be made in the 
international classification, shall be by a simple majority of 
the countries of the Special Union. Nevertheless, if such 
decisions entail the setting up of a new class or any transfer 
of goods from one class to another, unanimity shall be re
quired.

(5) Each expert shall have the right to vote by mail.
(6) If a country does not appoint a representative for a 

given session of the Committee of Experts, or if the expert 
appointed has not expressed his vote during the session or 
within a period to be prescribed by the rules of procedure of 
the Committee of Experts, the country concerned shall be 
considered to have accepted the decision of the Committee.

Article 4
Notification and publication 
of the classification and of its 

amendments and additions thereto

(1) The alphabetical list of goods and the explanatory notes 
adopted by the Committee of Experts, as well as any amend
ment or addition to the international classification decided 
by the Committee, shall be communicated to the Offices of 
the Countries of the Special Union by the International Bu
reau. The decisions of the Committee of Experts shall enter 
into force as soon as the communication is received. Never
theless, if such decisions entail the setting up of a new class 
or any transfer of goods from one class to another, they shall 
enter into force within a period of six months from the date 
of said communication.

(2) The International Bureau, as depositary of the inter
national classification, shall incorporate therein the amend
ments and additions which have entered into force. Announ
cements of the amendments and additions shall be published 
in the periodicals to be designated by the Assembly.


