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Article 10
Exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed and its-subsoil
Each Contracting Party shall take all appropriate measures 

in order to prevent pollution of the marine environment of 
the Baltic Sea Area resulting from exploration or exploita­
tion of its part of the sea-bed and its subsoil or from any as­
sociated activities thereon. It shall also ensure that adequate 
equipment is at hand to start an immediate abatement of pol­
lution in that area

Article 11
Co-operation in combatting marine pollution

The Contracting Parties shall take measures and co-operate 
as set out in Annex VI of the present Convention in order to 
eliminate or minimize pollution of the Baltic Sea Area by oil 
or other harmful substances.

Article 12
Institutional and organizational framework

1. The Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission, 
hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”, is hereby estab­
lished for the purposes of the present Convention.

2. The chairmanship of the Commission shall be given to 
each Contracting Party in turn in alphabetical order of the 
names of the States in the English language.

The Chairman shall serve for a period of two years, and 
cannot during the period of his chairmanship serve as rep­
resentative of his country. \

Should the chairmanship fall vacant, the Contracting Party 
chairing the Commission shall nominate a successor to re­
main in office until the term of chairmanship of that Con­
tracting Party expires.

3. Meetings of the Commission shall be held at least once 
a year upon convocation by the Chairman. Upon the request 
of a Contracting Party, provided it is endorsed by another 
Contracting Party, the Chairman shall, as soon as possible, 
summon an extraordinary meeting at such time and place as 
the Chairman determines, how'ever, not later than ninety days 
from the date of the submission of the request.

4. The first meeting of the Commission shall be called by 
the Depositary Government and shall take place within a 
period of ninety days from the date following the entry into 
force of the present Convention.

5. Each Contracting Party shall have one vote in the Com­
mission. Unless otherwise provided under the present Con­
vention, the Commission shall take its decisions unanimously.

Article 13 
The duties of the Commission

The duties of the Commission shall be:
a) To keep the implementation of the present Convention 

under continuous observation;
b) To make recommendations on measures relating to the 

purposes of the present Convention;
c) To keep under review the contents of the present Con­

vention including its Annexes and to recommend to the Con­
tracting Parties such amendments to the present Convention 
including its Annexes as may be required including changes 
in the lists of substances and materials as well as the adop­
tion of new Annexes;

d) To define pollution control criteria, objectives for the 
reduction of pollution, and objectives concerning measures, 
particularly according to Annex III of the present Conven­
tion;

e) To promote in close co-operation with appropriate gov­
ernmental bodies, taking into consideration Sub-Paragraph f)

of this Article, additional measures to protect the marine en­
vironment of the Baltic Sea Area and for this purpose:

(i) to receive, process, summarize and disseminate from 
available sources relevant scientific, technological and 
statistical information; and

(ii) to promote scientific and technological research;
f) To seek, when appropriate, the services of competent re­

gional and other international organizations to collaborate in 
scientific and technological research as well as other relevant 
activities pertinent to the objectives of the present Conven­
tion;

g) To assume such other functions as may be appropriate 
under the terms of the present Convention.

Article 14
Administrative provisions for the Commission

1. The working language of the Commission shall be Eng­
lish.

2. The Commission shall adopt its Rules of Procedure.
3. The office of the Commission, hereafter referred to as 

the “Secretariat”, shall be in Helsinki.
4. The Commission shall appoint an Executive Secretary 

and make provisions for the appointment of such other per­
sonnel as may be necessary, and determine the duties, terms 
and conditions of the Executive Secretary.

5. The Executive Secretary shall be the chief administra­
tive official of the Commission and shall perform the func­
tions that are necessary for the administration of the present 
Convention, the work of the Commission and other tasks en­
trusted to' the Executive Secretary by the Commission and its 
Rules of Procedure.

Article 15
Financial provisions for the Commission

1. The Commission shall adopt its Financial Rules.
2. The Commission shall adopt an annual or biennial budget 

of proposed expenditures and budget estimates for the fiscal 
period following thereafter.

3. The total amount of the budget, including any supple­
mentary budget adopted by the Commission, shall be contri­
buted by the Contracting Parties in equal parts, unless the 
Commission unanimously decides otherwise.

4. Each Contracting Party shall pay the expenses related to 
the participation in the Commission of its representatives, ex­
perts and advisers.

Article 16
Scientific and technological co-operation

1. The Contracting Parties undertake directly, or when ap­
propriate through competent regional or other international 
organizations, to co-operate in the fields of science, technology 
and other research, and to exchange data as well as other 
scientific information for the purposes of the present Conten­
tion.

2. Without prejudice to Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Article 4 
of the present Convention the Contracting Parties undertake 
directly, or when appropriate through competent regional or 
other international organizations, to promote studies, under­
take, support or contribute to programmes aimed at develop­
ing ways and means for the assessment of the nature and ex­
tent of pollution, pathways, exposures, risks and remedies in 
the Baltic Sea Area, and particularly to develop alternative 
methods of treatment, disposal and elimination of such matter 
and substances that are likely to cause pollution of the marine 
environment of the Baltic Sea Area.

3. The Contracting Parties undertake directly, or when ap­
propriate through competent regional or other international


