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Convinced that an International Convention on the Sup­
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid would 
make it possible to take more effective measures at the 
international and national levels with a view to the suppres­
sion and punishment of the crime of apartheid,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

1. The States Parties to the present Convention declare 
that apartheid is a crime against humanity and that inhuman 
acts resulting from the policies and practices of apartheid 
and similar policies and practices of racial segregation and 
discrimination, as defined in article II of the present Conven­
tion, are crimes violating the principles of international law, in 
particular the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations, and constituting a serious threat to inter­
national peace and security.

2. TJie States Parties to the present Convention declare 
criminal those organizations, institutions and individuals com­
mitting the crime of apartheid.

Article II

For the purpose of the present Convention, the term „the 
crime of apartheid“, which shall include similar policies and 
practices of racial segregation and discrimination as practi­
sed in southern Africa, shall apply to the following inhuman 
acts committed for the purpose of establishing and maint­
aining domination by one racial group of persons over any 
other racial group of persons and systematically oppressing 
them: ,

(a) Denial to a member or members of a racial group 
or groups of the right to life and liberty of person:

(i) By murder of members of a racial group or groups;
(ii) By the infliction upon the members of a racial group or 

groups of serious bodily or mental harm by the infrin­
gement of their freedom or dignity, or by subjecting 
them to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat­
ment or punishment; '

(iii) By arbitrary arrests and illegal imprisonment of the 
members of a racial group or groups;

w
.(b) Deliberate imposition on a racial group or groups of 

living conditions calculated to cause its or their physical 
destruction in whole or in part; ■ • •

(c) Any legislative measures and other measures calculated 
to prevent a racial group or groups from participation in the 
political, social, economic and cultural life of the country 
and the deliberate creation of conditions preventing the full 
development of such a group or groups, in particular by 
denying to members of a racial group or groups basic human 
rights and freedoms, including the right to work, the right 
to form recognized trade unions, the right to education, the 
right to leave and to return to their country, the right to a 
nationality, the right to freedom of movement and residence, 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the right 
to freedom of peaceful assembly and association;

(d) Any measures, including legislative measures, designed 
to divide the population along racial lines by the creation 
of separate reserves and ghettos for the members of a racial 
group or groups, the prohibition of mixed marriages among 
members of various racial groups, the expropriation of landed 
property belonging to a racial group or groups or to mem­
bers thereof;

(e) Exploitation of the labour of the members of a racial 
group or groups, In particular by submitting them to forced 
labour;

(f) Persecution of organizations and persons, by depriving 
them of fundamental rights and freedoms, because they 
oppose apartheid.

Article ПІ

International criminal responsibility shall apply, irrespec­
tive of the motive involved, to individuals, members of orga­
nizations and institutions and representatives of the State, 
whether residing in the territory of the State in which the 
acts are’ perpetrated or in some other State, whenever they:

(a) Commit, participate in, directly incite or conspire in 
the commission of the acts mentioned in article II of the 
present Convention;

(b) Directly abet, encourage or co-operate in the commis­
sion of, the crime of apartheid.

Article IV

The States Parties to the present Convention undertake:

(a) To adopt any legislative or other measures necessary 
to suppress as well as to prevent any encouragement of the 
crime of apartheid and similar segregationist policies or 
their manifestations and to punish persons guilty of that crime;

(b) To adopt legislative, judicial and administrative mea­
sures to prosecute, bring to trial and punish in accordance 
with their jurisdiction persons responsible for, or accused of, 
the acts defined in article II of the present Convention, 
whether or not such persons reside in the territory of the 
State in which the acts are Committed or are nationals of 
that State or of some other State or are stateless persons.

Article V

Persons charged with the acts enumerated in article II of 
the present Convention may be tried by a competent tribu­
nal of any State Party to the present Convention which may 
acquire jurisdiction over the person of the accused or by an 
international penal tribunal having jurisdiction with respect to 
those States Parties which shall have accepted its juris­
diction.

Article VI

The States Parties to the present Convention undertake to 
accept and carry out in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations the decisons taken by the Security Council 
aimed at the prevention, suppression and punishment of the 
crime of apartheid, and to co-operate in the implementation 
of decisions adopted by other competent organs of the Uni­
ted Nations with a view to achieving the purposes of the 
present Convention.

Article ѴП

1. The States Parties to the present Convention undertake 
to submit periodic reports to the group established under 
article IX on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other 
measures that they have adopted and that give effect to the 
provisions of the present Convention. -

2. Copies of the reports shall be transmitted through the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to the Special Com­
mittee on Apartheid.

Article VIII

Any State Party to the present Convention may call upon 
any competent organ of the United Nations to take such 
action under the Charter of the United Nations as it con­
siders appropriate for the prevention and suppression of the 
crime of apartheid.

Article IX

1. The Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights shall 
appoint a group consisting of three members of the Commis-


