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Article 51
Subject to the general authority of the Director-General of 

the Organization, the Regional Office shall be the administra
tive organ of the Regional Committee. It shall, in addition, 
carry out within the region the decisions of the Health 
Assembly and of the Board.

Article 52
The head of the Regional Office shall be the Regional 

Director appointed by the Board in agreement with the 
Regional Committee.

Article 53'
The staff of the Regional Office shall be appointed in a 

manner to be determined by agreement between the Director- 
General and the Regional Director.

Article 54
The Pan American sanitary organization represented by 

the Pan American Sanitary Bureau and the Pan American 
Sanitary Conferences, and all other inter-governmental 
regional health organizations in existence prior to the date 
of signature of this Constitution, shall in due course be inte
grated with the Organization. This integration shall be 
effected as soon as practicable through common action based 
on mutual consent of the competent authorities expressed 
through the organizations concerned.

CHAPTER XII

BUDGET AND EXPENSES

Article 55
The Director-General shall prepare and submit to the 

Board the annual budget estimates of the Organization. The 
Board shall consider and submit to »the Health Assembly 
such budget estimates, together with any recommendations 
the Board may deem advisable.

Article 56
Subject to any agreement between the Organization and 

the United Nations, the Health Assembly shall review and 
approve the budget estimates and shall apportion the expenses 
among the Members in accordance with a scale to be fixed 
by the Health Assembly.

Article 57
The Health Assembly or the Board acting on behalf of the 

Health Assembly may accept and administer gifts and 
bequests made to the Organization provided that the condi
tions attached to such gifts or bequests are acceptable to the 
Health Assembly or the Board and are consistent with the 
objective and policies of the Organization.

Article 58
A' special fund to ‘be used at the discretion of the Board 

shall be established to meet emergencies and unforeseen 
contingencies.

CHAPTER ХШ

VOTING

Article 59
Each Member shall have one vote in the Health Assembly.

Article 60
(a) Decisions of the Health Assembly on important 

questions shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the 
Members present and voting. These questions shall

include: the adoption of conventions or agreements; the 
approval of agreements bringing the Organization into 
relation with the United Nations and inter-government
al organizations and agencies in accordance with 
Articles 69, 70 and 72; amendments to this Constitution.

(b) Decisions on other, questions, including the determina
tion of additional categories of questions to be decided 
by a two-thirds majority, shall be made by a major
ity of the Members present and voting.

(c) Voting on analogous matters in the Board and in 
committees of the Organization shall be .made in accor
dance with paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Article.

CHAPTER XIV

REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES

Article 61

Each Member shall report annually to the Organization on 
the action taken and progress 'achieved in improving the 
health of its people.

Article 62

Each Member shall report annually on the action taken with 
respect to jrecommendations made to it by the Organization 
and with respect to conventions, agreements and regulations.

Article 63

Each Member shall communicate promptly to the Organiza
tion important laws, regulations, official reports and 
statistics pertaining to health which have been published in 
the State concerned.

Article 64

Each Member shall provide statistical and epidemiological 
reports in a manner to be determined by the Health 
Assembly. .

Article 65

Each Member shall transmit upon the request of the Board 
such additional information pertaining to health as may be 
practicable.

CHAPTER XV

LEGAL CAPACITY, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Article 66

The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each 
Member such legal capacity as may be necessary for the 
fulfilment of its objective and (for the exercise of its func
tions.

Article 67

(a) The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each 
Member such privileges and immunities as may be 
necessary for the fulfilment of its objective and for 
the exercise of its functions.

(b) Representatives of Members, persons designated to 
serve on the Board and technical and administrative 
personnel of the^Organization shall similarly enjoy such 
privileges and immunities as are necessary for the 
independent exercise of their functions in connection 
with the Organization.

Article 68

Such legal capacity, privileges and immunities shall be 
defined in a separate agreement to be prepared by the 
Organization in consultation with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations and concluded between the Members.


