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ARTICLE 5

1. The States Parties to this Convention agree that:

a. Education shall be directed to the full development of the 
human personality and to the strengthening of respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms; it shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, 
racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities 
of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace;

b. It is essential to respect the liberty of parents and, where 
applicable, of legal guardians, firstly to choose for their 
children institutions, other than those maintained by the 
public authorities but conforming to such minimum edu­
cational standards as may be laid down or approved by 
the competent authorities and, secondly, to ensure in a 
manner consistent with the procedures followed in the 
State for the application of its legislation, the religious 
and moral education of the children in conformity with 
their own convictions; and no person or group of persons 
should be compelled to receive religious instruction incon­
sistent with his or their convictions;

c. It is essential to recognize the right of members of nation­
al minorities to carry on their own educational activities, 
including the maintenance of schools and, depending on 
the educational policy of each State, the use or the teach­
ing of their own language, provided however:

(i) That this right is not exercised in a manner which 
prevents the members of these minorities from under­
standing the culture and language of the community as a 
whole and from participating in its activities, or which 
prejudices national sovereignty;

(ii) That the standard of education is not lower than 
the general standard laid down or approved by the com­
petent authorities; and

(iii) That attendance at such schools is optiohal.

2. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to take 
all necessary measures to ensure the application of the prin­
ciples enunciated in paragraph 1 of this Article.

ARTICLE 6

In the application of this Convention, the States Parties to it 
undertake to pay the greatest attention to any recommenda­
tions hereafter adopted by the General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi­
zation defining the measures to be taken against the diffe­
rent forms of discrimination in education and for the purpose 
of ensuring equality of opportunity and treatment in educa­
tion.

ARTICLE 7

The States Parties to this Convention shall in their periodic 
reports submitted to the General Conference of the United 
Nationals Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
on dates and in a manner to be determined by it, give infor­
mation on the legislative and administrative provisions which 
they have adopted and other action which they have taken 
for the application of this Convention, including that taken 
for the formulation and the development of the national 
policy defined in Article 4 as well as the results achieved 
and the obstacles encountered in the application of that 
policy.

ARTICLE 8

Any dispute which may arise between any two or more 
States Parties to this Convention concerning the interpreta­
tion or application of this Convention, which is not settled 
by negotiation shall at the request of the parties to the 
dispute be referred, failing other means of settling the 
dispute, to the International Court of Justice for decision.

ARTICLE 9

Reservations to this Convention shall not be permitted. 

ARTICLE 10

This Convention shall not have the effect of diminishing the 
rights which individuals or groups may enjoy by virtue of 
agreements concluded between two or more States, where 
such rights are not contrary to the letter or spirit of this 
Convention.

ARTICLE 11

This Convention is drawn up in English, French, Russian 
and Spanish, the four texts being equally authoritative.

ARTICLE 12

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification or 
acceptance by States Members of the United Nations Educa­
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization in accordance 
with their respective constitutional procedures.
2. The instruments of ratification or acceptance shall be 
deposited with the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

ARTICLE 13

1. This Convention shall be open to accession by all States 
not Members of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization which are invited to do so by the 
Executive Board of the Organization.
2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument 
of accession with the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

ARTICLE 14

This Convention shall enter into force three months after the 
date of the deposit of the third instrument of ratification, 
acceptance or accession, but only with respect to those States 
which have deposited their respective instruments on or 
before that date. It shall enter into force with respect to any 
other State three months after the deposit of its instrument 
of ratification, acceptance or accession.

ARTICLE 15

The States Parties to this Convention recognize that the 
Convention is applicable not only to their metropolitan 
territory but also to all non-self-goveming, trust, colonial 
and other territories for the international relations of which 
they are responsible; they undertake to consult, if necessary, 
the governments or other competent authorities of these 
territories on or before ratification, acceptance or accession 
with a view to securing the application of the Convention 
to those territories, and to notify the Director-General of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza­
tion of the territories to which it is accordingly applied, the 
notification to take effect three months after the date of its 
receipt.

ARTICLE 16

1. Each State Party to this Convention may denounce the 
Convention on its own behalf or on behalf of any territory 
for whose international relations it is responsible.
2. The denunciation shall be notified by an instrument in 
writing, deposited with the Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
3. The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after 
the receipt of the instrument of denunciation.


